Deadlines for Filing and Perfecting Payment Bond Claims by
Subcontractors on Public Construction Jobs under California Law

Start of Construction/Start of Your Work

20 Days Maximum

Serve Preliminary Notice on Public Entity AND on Prime Contractor by Certified

and Registered Mail

i

Completion of all Construction Work on Entire Project OR Cessation

of all Work on Entire Project for 60 Days

10 Days Maximum

Owner Records Notice of Completion OR Notice of Cessation of
Work

Six
Months
+ 30
Days
Maxi-
mum

15 Days Maximum

75 Days
Maximum

Notice of Bond Claim on Payment Bond Surety

If No Valid Preliminary Notice was Timely Served, Serve

File Suit Against Payment Bond Surety and Prime Contractor

N.B.  The contents of this Article do not constitute legal advice or create an attorney-client relationship, and
you may not rely on it without seeking legal advice regarding your particular situation and contract
from a competent construction attorney. Please also note that statutes and case law are frequently
changing and these materials may become outdated.
For further information on this topic and how the current law may apply to your particular project and
issues, Contact Us via email, phone (415)788-1881 or visit our website at www.wolfflaw.com for

other contract information.







